
BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND 

Horse-Drawn Wagon Rides!
Looking for a fun family outing with a little history
thrown in? We have the perfect answer — Friends of
Oakdale Cemetery will offer horse-drawn wagon tours 

in the cemetery on Sunday, October 19, 2008 (rain date — 
October 26). 
Nip and Tuck, 
two magnificent
Percheron horses,
will pull the wagon
driven by Ed Lewis
of Currie Work
and Driving Horse
Farm. Climb
aboard Ed’s 
wagon and enjoy 
a 30-minute, late
afternoon trot and
narrated tour of
North Carolina’s oldest rural cemetery. Tours are offered every
thirty minutes from 3:00 PM, with the last tour leaving at 
5:30 PM,. The fee is 10.00 for adults and $8.00 for children 12
and younger.(Friends of Oakdale members receive $2 off the
price!) Mark your calendar now because this is something you
won’t want to miss! E

Sunday, September 28, 2008, 4:00 PM - 7:00 PM

Friends of Oakdale Cemetery will once again host Gossip,
Graves and Grapes — an afternoon lawn party with delicious
delicacies and wine. Dish the dirt with your Friends at GGG while
you take a memorable walking tour of North Carolina’s oldest
rural cemetery, visiting the graves of intriguing citizens associated
with the creation and preservation of Thalian Hall. Guests will be
entertained by Tony Rivenbark, Sue Ellen Yates, Steve Coley and
other Thalian notables as they tell the life and death stories of
some of the 
more fascinating
internees, all of
whom were
associated with
various theatrical
pursuits. Offered
on Sunday,
September 28 between 4 and 7 PM, Gossip, Graves and Grapes
celebrates the 153rd anniversary of the opening of Oakdale
Cemetery and the 150th anniversary of City Hall/Thalian Hall. 

Gossip, Graves and Grapes has a limited capacity; advanced paid
reservations are required. The fee is $35.00 and $25.00 for
members of Friends of Oakdale Cemetery. To
make an advance reservation, please phone the
Oakdale Office at 910-762-5682. The event
will be held rain or shine. E
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FRIENDS OF OAKDALE CEMETERY
would like to thank Janet Seapker 
for her valued leadership as President
of the Board of Directors of Friends.
Beginning with her vision in 2004,
followed by three years of dedicated
service, Janet led Friends to become
the successful organization that it 
is today. Although she retired from 
our board in April of this year, she 
has promised her continued support
as an active volunteer.We will miss
her as President but we look forward
to many more of her wonderful
historic tours!
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“Nip” & “Tuck” back by popular demand

Holiday Wreaths 
and Poinsettias

The Friends of Oakdale Cemetery will again
offer Christmas wreaths and poinsettias to 
be placed on the graves of your loved ones.
Look for a mailing regarding this traditional
holiday sale. E

What Are Your 
Dollars Doing?
We are happy to report that the
installation of section signs
throughout Oakdale is complete! Thanks to
your donations, and the help of two Eagle
Scouts, visitors can now easily find their way
around our lovely cemetery. If you haven’t
already seen them, we hope you’ll come see
what a nice addition they are. E



Beginning in June of 2007, the secondary education faculty from
the Watson School of Education paired with the Friends of

Oakdale to pilot the 
first interdisciplinary
Cemeteries Project. 
The Cemeteries Project 
is designed to help 
pre-service teachers across
disciplines examine
Wilmington’s history
through its public
resources. Watson School
of Education secondary

program faculty (English, social studies science, and math),
education students, UNCW Arts and Sciences faculty, and 
local experts from Oakdale and Pine Forest participated in the
Cemeteries Project. Prior to touring Oakdale and Pine Forest,
Janet Seapker presented to students and faculty on the history 
and features of the cemeteries and facilitated the tour groups
during the October visit. 

By using Wilmington’s public cemeteries as historic document and
postmodern text, students and faculty benefited from field-based
engagement with our community. Through the Cemeteries
Project, UNCW students explored the socio-cultural and historic
diversity among Wilmington’s communities. 

The unique interdisciplinary experiences offered by the
Cemeteries Project will have impact long after the project
concludes. Teacher and students will learn, discuss, negotiate, 
and create with colleagues across disciplines, thus increasing 
the probability for interdisciplinary work in their future teaching.
Finally, students and faculty are joining the community in site-
based, educational research, increasing opportunities for teaching
and learning beyond the traditional classroom environment. E

On behalf of the Oakdale Cemetery Company Board of Directors, 
we would like to thank Janet Seapker for her leadership,
commitment and tireless effort on behalf of Oakdale Cemetery.
Through her initial and sustaining interest, the Friends of Oakdale
was established and developed into an effective and supporting
organization. Under her chairmanship, the history and beauty of
Oakdale Cemetery has been presented through several successful
projects including the ‘Walking Tours.’ In addition, Janet and the
Friends’ board have successfully implemented various fundraising
and promotional activities which benefit Oakdale Cemetery. 
We are grateful that Janet has indeed been a ‘Friend’ of Oakdale
Cemetery, and appreciate all that she has done on its behalf. 

EELCO TINGA, President
Oakdale Cemetery Board
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THANKS

Friends of Oakdale Cemetery announces the availability of a new
documentary, Oakdale Cemetery, Where Angles and Mortals Meet. 
It tells the story of Oakdale, North Carolina’s first Rural cemetery,
opened in 1855. The documentary was underwritten by the
generous donations of: 

• Matthew and Hilda Dill in honor of Elisabeth and Margaret Dill
• Henry E. Longley
• PPD, Inc.
• Bill and Emma Mitchell Wilcox, in memory of 

George L. and Annie Worth Mitchell, and George L Mitchell, Jr.
• Sylvia Orrell Stoudenmire, in memory of Edward and Carrie Orrell
• William T. Warner
• Thomas Ashe Lockhart

Oakdale Cemetery, Where Angles and Mortals Meet was 
produced and directed by Don Koonce, researched by historian
Janet K. Seapker, scripted by Neil Shurley and Don Koonce. 
Mark Alexander shot the video which was supplemented with 
still photographs by Melva Calder, Photography; Janet K. Seapker;
Don Koonce; and Eric Kozen. The North Carolina Room, New
Hanover County Public Library; the North Carolina Collection,
Wilson Library, University of North Carolina; UNC Wilmington,
Randall Library, Special Collections; St. John’s Lodge No.1,
Wilmington, NC, A.F. and A.M. and Elisita McCauley, provided
documentary photographs. John Pucci owner of Springbrook
Farms supplied the horses and hearse.

The producer, Donald Koonce, is a native
Wilmingtonian and owner of Ferncreek
Creative, Greenville, SC. Koonce is an
award winning film and video producer
who specializes in documentary work. 
He has produced and directed special
documentaries for NASA, The Gettysburg

National Battlefield Park, The National Air and Space Museum
and numerous museums throughout the country. His production
for the South Carolina State Museum, “Destiny’s People: Stories
of South Carolina” was awarded an international CINE “Golden
Eagle” by the Committee for International Nontheatrical Events. 

We encourage civic clubs and school classes who need of a
program to request a showing of the documentary by calling 
the Oakdale office (910-762-5682). Oakdale Cemetery, Where
Angles and Mortals Meet may be purchased for $15 via the Friends’
web site (www.oakdalecemetery.org.) It also is available at retail
and museum gift shops. 

Oakdale Cemetery is among the earliest Rural cemeteries in the
country. Authorities recognize Oakdale for its aesthetic richness and
historic significance. Its diverse assemblage of monuments, statuary,
and funerary art, as well as its fine collection of flora and fauna put
it in the forefront of the state’s historic treasures. All of these aspects
are featured in Oakdale Cemetery, Where Angles and Meet. E
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Friends of Oakdale Cemetery Releases Documentary DVD

Assistant professor Chris Fonvielle describes gravemarker
types to UNCW education students.
PHOTO BY KRYSTINE WETHERILL

UNCW School of Education Cemeteries Project
by Denise Ousley, Ph.D.,
Assistant Professor, Secondary English Education,Watson School of Education, UNCW
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NEW & RENEWING MEMBERS
(recorded between July 1, 2007 and July 15, 2008)

If you joined during this time and we failed to list your name, please phone the office and 
we will correct the listing in the next issue of 

Mrs. Virginia Adams 
Ms. Marilyn G. Anderson
Ms. Priscilla A. Asbury
Mr. Jack G. Ashby
Ms. Roxana M. Atwood
Mr. Graham B. Barefoot, Jr.
Ms. Judy O. Barnette
Mrs. Priscilla K. Bergamini
Mr. & Mrs. D. J. Black
Mr. William J. Blair, III
Mr. Arthur Bluethenthal 
Mr. & Mrs. Mike Blumenthal
Mrs. Lillian Boney
Dr. & Mrs. Joseph O Broughton
Mr. & Mrs. John Brunjes
Mr. & Mrs. Russell Burney, Jr.
Ms. Bonnie O. Burriss
Dr. & Mrs. John R. Canada 
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen A. Capps
Mr. George T. Clark, Jr.
Ms. Ann Conner
Mr. & Mrs. Lenox Cooper
Mrs. Diana Corbett 
Mr. & Mrs. R. E. Corbett, Jr
Mrs. Marjorie F. Cuzzocrea
Mrs. Sara E. Devlyn 
Mr. & Mrs. Donald W. Fisher
Mr. & Mrs. Ligon B. Flynn
Miss Pauline Formyduval
Mr. & Mrs. Jere D. Freeman, Jr

Mrs. Thomas B. Grainger
Ms. Jane O. Green
Mr. R. Bryant Hare, III
Mr. & Mrs. Lou Hargett
Mr. Hamilton Hicks
Mrs. Virginia Holland
Mrs. Joseph W. Hooper, Jr. 
Mr. E. Wilson Horton
Mrs. Barbara B. Jamison
Ms. Betty J. Koonce
Mr. Harry Kraly
Mr. & Mrs. Ian K. Lamberton
Col. & Mrs. Phillip K. Leeseberg
Mrs. Isabel J. Lehto
Mr. Fred E. Little, Jr
Mr. Hugh MacRae II
Mr. & Mrs. Russell Maynard
Mr. & Mrs. William F. Mayo 
Mr. & Mrs. William T. Miars 
Dr. Robert M. Moore
Mr. & Mrs. Reid Murchison
Mr. Wallace C. Murchison
Ms. Elaine H. Neuwirth
Mr. & Mrs. D. C. North
Ms. Shirley Orrell
Mr. Rye Page 
Mr. Robert A. Parsley 
Mrs. Edith D. Paulmann 
Mr. & Mrs. Howard Penton, Jr.
Ms. Eleanor M. Price

Dr. & Mrs. Frank R. Reynolds
Mr. & Mrs. Isaac T. Reynolds
Mr. & Mrs. R. Allen Rippy
Mr. & Mrs. W. Mercer Rowe, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Milton Schaeffer, Jr.
Mrs. Eloise Shreve
Mr. & Mrs. David Small
Mrs. Judith M. Smith
Mr. William R. Smith, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. D.W. Sneeden
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Sprunt
Mr. & Mrs. Ben Steelman
Mrs. Katherine G. Stern
Ms. Virginia Stewart, Ph.D.
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Stone 
Mr. Harry W. Stovall, III 
Mr. & Mrs. M. Page Teer 
Mrs. Virginia Trask
Mr. Michael Trogden
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Truby
Mr. & Mrs. Henry M. VonOesen
Ms. Veritas S. Washburn
Mrs. Dorothy Weathersbee
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Weaver, Jr
Mr. & Mrs. R. Bertram Williams, Jr.
Mrs. Louise H. Wilson
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Wolfe 
Ms. Ann Wyckoff
Mrs. Grady L. Young 

DONOR

Mr. & Mrs. Benjamin Adams
Mr. & Mrs. Gene Ayscue
Mrs. Catherine Bear 
Dr. & Mrs. Heyward Bellamy
Ms. Susan Biggs
Mrs. Ruby Bissette
Mr. & Mrs. John H. Bonitz
Mr. & Mrs. Frank L. Boushee
Mr. & Mrs. Claude Bridger
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Brown
Mr. & Mrs. Michael C. Brown 
Miss Valerie Burnie
Dr. & Mrs. S. Clayton Callaway, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. James D. Causey
Ms. Helen Chiverton
The Rev. & Mrs. Robert Cook
Mr. & Mrs. Albert D. Cox
Mrs. Betty Bugg Crouch 
Mr. George J. Dillard
Mr. & Mrs. Richard A Dunlea 
Mr. Murdoch M. Dunn
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Dunn
Mr. George Earnhart
Capt & Mrs. Morris Elsen
Mr. & Mrs. Eddie Evans
Mr. Chad Farriss
Dr. Andrea Farrow
Dr. Ellen Feld
Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence J. Fetner
Mr. & Mrs. George R. French 
Mr. Robert Godley

Mr. & Mrs. Oscar Grant
Mr. & Mrs. Willis F. Gupton
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Hanson
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Harris
Mr. & Mrs. C. H. Harts, Jr.
Mr. Daniel F. Hartley 
Dr & Mrs. Thomas J. Head, Jr.
Mrs. Virginia A. Hill 
Mrs. Betty D. Horne
Mr. Clayton Holmes, Jr.
Ms. Miriam G. Holt
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas J. Howard 
Dr. & Mrs. John Humphries 
Mr. William C. James
Dr. Joseph M. James
Mrs. Elizabeth King
Mrs. Mary Koonce
LT General James M. Lee 
Mrs. Mayo Little 
Mrs. Billie Little
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Lohman
Mrs. Frances W. Loughlin
Mr. & Mrs. P. Thomas Marshburn
Mr. Jack McCarley
Mr. & Mrs. George T. Miars
Cdr. & Mrs. Preston Moses 
Mrs. Margaret Munsch
Mr. & Mrs. Alex Murchison 
Mrs. David R. Murchison, Jr. 
Mr. & Mrs. C.H. Newbold
Ms. Shelly O’Rourke

Mr. & Mrs. David Paynter
Mr. & Mrs. Peyton E. Pitts
Mr. Joel Pretlow
Mr. & Mrs. Paul W. Rhinehart
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Riesz, Jr.
Mrs. J. Fred Rippy
Mr. & Mrs. J. Fred Rippy, Jr.
Mrs. Carita C. Rothing 
Mr. & Mrs Russell Scuteri
Dr. & Mrs. Dellmer B Seitter, Jr.
Dr. & Mrs. Richard Smith
Mr. & Mrs. Ralph M. Smith, II
Mr. & Mrs. William T. Smith, III
Mr. & Mrs.William W. Stanfield, Jr.
Mrs. Betty Stike
Dr. & Mrs. Curt Stiles 
Mrs. John D. Taylor
Mr. & Mrs. Walker Taylor, III
Mr. & Mrs.GlennTetterton-Opheim
Mr. D. C. Thompson
Mr. & Mrs. George F. Tilley 
Dr. & Mrs. Ellis A. Tinsley
Mr. Robert C. Wallen
Mrs. Elaine Warshauer
Mr. & Mrs. Hardy Wessell
Mr. & Mrs. Emerson Willard
Mr. & Mrs. Robert M. Williams
Mrs. Theresa Woodbury
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Woodruff
Mr. & Mrs. John B. Woolwine
Mr. & Mrs. John Laurens Wright, Jr.

FAMILY
Dr. Ogden Allsbrook
Mr. & Mrs. Stefan Bach
Ms. Peggy Baggett
Mr. Durwood Baggett
Mrs. Maria Berejan
Ms. Nancy Ann Baker
Miss Margaret G. Banck
Ms. Emily W. Barefoot 
Ms. Peggy Barrett
Mr. & Mrs. John L. Bate
Ms. Miriam R. Bell 
Mrs. Marguerite Bellois
Mrs. Maria Berejan
Mrs. Anne Bieber
Mrs. Imogene Biggs
Mr. Harold R. Blakeman
Dr. Donald Bland
Mrs. Jessie Leigh Boney
Mrs. Elma Porter Bowden 
Mrs. Sally Brogden
Mrs. Nancy Cantwell 
Capt. Frank S. Conlon
Ms. Darlene Currier
Mr. John H. Debnam
Ms. Doris Dickerson 
Ms. Gladys M. Dickie
Mrs. Avon C. Divine
Mr. Joseph F. Dunn 
Mr. Daniel H. Earp, Jr.
Ms. Susan Early
Mrs. Hunley A. Elebash 
Ms. Leslie Emerson
Ms. Kathryn Evans
Ms. Margaret Evans
Mrs. Helen S. Flowers

Dr. Chris E. Fonvielle, Jr.
Mrs. Lucy Ann Glover
Ms. Wanda Gregory
Mr. Richard Gwathmey, Jr.
Mrs. Carolyn Hall 
Ms. Jane H. Hardwick 
Mr. John L. Hazelhurst 
Mr. Nash J. Hedrick, Jr.
Mrs. Carroll Herring
Mr. Larry Hiatt
Mrs. Margaret G. Higgins
Mrs. Sandra L. High
Mr. John B. Hill, Jr.
Cdr. Edward C. Hines, Jr
Mr. John C. Hines 
Mrs. Lois Johnson
Ltc. Richard B. Jones
Mrs. Thom Joyce
Mrs. Molly Leete
Mrs. Jean F. Lynch
Mrs. Carolyn McBride
Mr. Tavis McFadyen
Mr. Duncan McFadyen, II
Mrs. Gladys McIver 
Dr. Linda Carpenter Mechling
Mr. James A. Miller, III
Mrs. Alice Mitchell 
Ms. June Newman
Mrs. Loraine Oppenheimer 
Mr. Frank Orrell 
Ms. Peggy Otterbourg
Mrs. Margaret T. Payne
Ms. Muriel Pearson 
Mr. & Mrs. James T. Peebles
Mrs. H. M. Pickard 

Ms. Jean Poole 
Mrs. William A.. Raney
Ms. Juanita D. Rehder
Mr. Stephen Robertson
Ms. Marilyn L. Rosen
Mr. Vladimir J. Salava
Mr. E. A. Shands
Ms. Shirley Shaw
Mr. & Mrs. Sam I. Smith
Ms. Norma Southard
Ms. Ruth St. Clair 
Mr. Douglas Stallings 
Mrs. Elizabeth Stallworth
Mr. James B. Stokley, Sr.
Mrs. Ruby J. Stoudenmire
Mr. Harry Stovall, Jr.
Ms. Caroline N. Swails
Mr. Francis H. Symmes
Mrs. Martha K. Taylor
Mrs. Louise Thompson 
Mr. Melvin Thompson, Jr.
Ms. Ann Tinder 
Mr. Newton Trammell, Jr.
Mrs. Rachel P. Turner
Ms. Helen R. Ward
Mr. Billy Waters
Mr. & Mrs. Chester Watts
Mrs. Louise W. Wells
Ms. Feriba Weltin
Mr. John C. Wessell, III
Ms. Abbey Wheeler
Mr. John Winecoff
Mr. & Mrs. David Zumbro

INDIVIDUAL

.

Mr. Zack Bacon , III 
Mrs. Martha Beery
Mr. & Mrs. H. M. Biddle
Mr. & Mrs. Robert E. Calder
Mr. Bruce Cameron
Mr. & Mrs. James M. Corcoran 
Mr. & Mrs Matthew Dill
Mrs. Douglas Cameron Echols
Mr. & Mrs. Doug Erickson
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Fox

The Hon. & Mrs. James C. Fox
Mrs. Rosalind Napier Fuller
Mr. James B. Hughes, Jr. 
Mr. & Mrs. Jay G. Jordan
Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Kozen
Mr. Thomas Lockhart
Mr. & Mrs. James S. Mahan, III
Mr. & Mrs. Duncan McFadyen
Dr. William McNulty
Mr. Clint North

Mrs. Thomas M Ramseur
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Rhodes
Mr. & Mrs. Percy R. Smith, Jr.
Ms. Catherine A. Solomon
Mr. Laurence G. Sprunt
Mr. & Mrs. Michael C. Stovall, Jr.
The Hon.& Mrs. L. Bradford Tillery
Mr. William T. Warner
Mr. & Mrs. Lee D. Weddle
Mrs. Thomas H. Wright, Jr.

PATRON

Andrews Mortuary Mrs. Carl B. Brown, Jr. Mr. & Mrs. William Morrison

BENEFACTOR

Mr. & Mrs. Oliver Hutaff, Jr.
Mrs. Betty Murrell

Mrs. Sylvia Stoudenmier
Mr. & Mrs. William M. Wilcox, Jr.

SPONSOR

To all the Friends of Oakdale when receiving this periodic publication 
of news and events of the Friends, this is not a reminder of your

membership status. The Membership Committee sends out a specific letter 
to each member as a kindly reminder of your renewal. 

These letters are mailed to you annually when the time arrives according 
to the month you had renewed last or joined.

A  R E M I N D E R
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BE a Friend of Oakdale Cemetery!

Membership is for one year.  E Many volunteer opportunities!

TITLE FIRST NAME(S) LAST NAME

STREET ADDRESS CITY STATE ZIP

PHONE EMAIL

Founder $2,500 & up

Benefactor $1,000-$2,499

Sponsor $500-$999

Patron $250-$499

Donor $100-$249

Family $40-$99

Individual $30

Student $15

Please check one:

Membership is for one year.

Please mail your tax-deductible contribution to:

Friends of Oakdale Cemetery, Inc.
520 North Fifteenth Street  E Wilmington, NC 28401

Questions? Call us at 910-762-5682

________/__________________________/__________________________

___________________________/__________________/______/_________

________________________/_____________________________________

Please contact me about volunteering!
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Friends of Oakdale Cemetery is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization, founded to support the Cemetery. The mission of the Friends is to assist the Oakdale
Cemetery Company in preserving and promoting the historical character of Oakdale. The Friends, achieve the mission by raising funds and seeking 
contributed services; by preparing educational and research materials emphasizing the historical, architectural and cultural importance of Oakdale Cemetery;
and by providing tour guide services so that the cemetery is available for educational use by the public.


